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Revelation 2:18-29
Letter to Thyatira: Rev. 2:18 NKJV Introduction: "And to the angel Pastor of the church in Thyatira write, 

Rev. 2:18b NKJV Title of Jesus: 'These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass:  The title of Jesus given to each church has a significant meaning.  In this case, Jesus uses the idiom of brass and eyes of fire to describe his feelings of judgment towards Thyatira. Brass is symbolic of judgment - in the O.T.; for example, the brazen brass altar used for sacrifices and the brass serpent on the pole both pictured judgment by God.

Historical Background: THYATIRA (Thee uh ti' ruh) means “continual sacrifice.”  Robert L. Thomas states “Thyatira was located about forty miles southeast of Pergamum. Because of Thyatira's situation as a communications hub, the city had grown into a commercial center with many trade guilds, in fact, more such trade organizations than existed in any other city of the area. It had guilds for wool workers, linen workers, manufacturers of outer garments, dyers, leather workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave dealers, and bronze smiths. Compulsory membership required of those wanting to hold down one of these jobs made the guilds one of the major elements in the cultural make-up of the city.”

Thomas continues: “Each guild had a guardian god that the members were compelled to honor through their attendance at regularly occurring guild festivals. They had to eat food that had been offered to the guild gods, acknowledging the food as a gift from the gods. After the feast concluded, subsequent activities at the feasts would degenerate into gross immorality in which all members were expected to participate. Living and working in this city, therefore, presented a major moral issue Christians had to face. To join a guild or not to join and to participate in the guild activities or not to participate, were options that church people had to choose between.”

Thyatira was known for it’s dyes-particularly its purple, which was scarlet rather than purple, derived from the madder-root which is prolific in the area. Thyatira also had a Jewish contingent out of which grew a New Testament church. One of Paul's first converts from the European continent, Lydia, was a native of Thyatira (Acts 16:14,15). She probably was a member of a guild there which dealt in purple dye.

Historic-Prophetic Application 590 AD – 1517 AD (Tribulation?): The period of the Papal Church! Thyatira means “continual sacrifice.” This may be a reference to the churches emphasis on salvation through the “continual sacrifice” by Jesus on the cross. The Roman Catholic Church of the Holy Eucharist assumes the mystery of transubstantiation. Transubstantiation teaches that the communion bread and wine are mysteriously changed into the real flesh and blood of Christ. In John 6 Jesus states that the act of communion (eating His flesh and drinking His blood) is symbolic of spiritual life (John 6:63). It is a common teaching in the Roman Catholic Church that transubstantiation implies that Jesus is literally sacrificed at every mass (continually). This conflicts with Heb. 9:27 “Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day continually, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He Jesus sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.” 

Why these dates? By 378 AD, Damasus, the Bishop of Rome, took on the office of Pontifex Maximus (high priest) of the Babylonian religion, which had previously been the prerogative of the Roman emperor. This act combined Christianity with pagan religion. However, it was not until 590 AD, that the Bishop of Rome, Gregory I, was able to take advantage of political anarchy within the empire and was able to progress the office of Bishop of Rome from that of participator to that of leader within power politics of Rome. The Thyatiran church period continues on into the tribulation as noted in Rev. 2:22 KJV “Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation. The outstanding negative trait for this church is the toleration of the teaching of false doctrine, including the worship of false gods. 
	Jezebel, False gods  

and the Roman Catholic Church

	Baal 

(Sun god)
1 Kings 16:30
	Asherah
(Fertility goddess/Queen of heaven)

1 Kings 18:19, Jer. 44:25

	Baal of Phoenicians is same as 

Osiris of Egypt
	Asherah of Canaan mother of Baal same as Isis of Egypt

	Osiris is another name for Nimrod

who was King of Babylon
	Isis is another name for 

Semiramis of Babylon

	Nimrod is the reincarnation of Tammuz by way of Semiramis


	Semiramis is mother of Tammuz.

Tammuz dies and is raised from 

the dead after three days

	Semiramis and Tammuz were worshipped as mother and child

	Mary and Jesus are worshipped as mother and child in Roman Catholic 

churches in many countries (e.g. India, South America, Italy)


How did popes come gain authority and power over the Roman Empire? Christian historian Earl Cairns put it this way, “Between 590 and 800, the Pope took on more and more authority and responsibility in the process gaining great power over, not only the souls of men, but also over powerful political leaders. With the crowning of Roman Emperor Charlemagne by Pope Leo III on Christmas day 800 AD, it seemed the pope was to have authority not only over men’s souls, but over political powers as well. Concerning this issue, who was in charge, the pope or the emperor?  Three issues remained unanswered.  Firstly, was the emperor given power from God over men, and did the pope exercise delegated power from the emperor over men’s souls. Or, secondly, did God give supreme authority to the Church, and did the pope delegate authority over men’s bodies to the emperor. Or, thirdly, were the pope and king co-heirs, wherein God gave to each one directly supremacy within his respective sphere, that is, the pope had the spiritual realm, and the emperor, had the physical realm?” Charlemagne and Leo III decided to share the responsibility—Charlemagne ruled over the temporal (physical) realm, while Leo III ruled over the spiritual realm of the empire. 

By the time of pope Innocent III (1198 AD), it was clear that popes were taking power away from Roman emperors in both the temporal and spiritual aspects by threatening excommunication. From the time of the crusades until the start of the reformation (1000 to 1350 AD), popes wielded absolute power over the affairs of men by the power of Rome. The start of the Reformation (1350 AD) culminated in a great change and by 1517 AD the 99 Thesis of Luther became the banner of the Reformation period.

Rev. 2:19 NKJV Commendation: "I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first. Type III Christians in Thyatira are highly commended for doing good works doing more than at first. They were commended for love (agape), service, faith (pistis), and patience. But, as we shall see it is possible to have faith and love yet not have it be sincere towards Jesus. James 2:19 NIV You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe (pisteuo from pistis) that--and shudder. Like demons, it is possible to have pistis faith and still reject Jesus. It is possible to have agape love and still reject Jesus. How so? 2 Cor 8:7-8 NLT Since you excel in so many ways--you have so much faith, such gifted speakers, such knowledge, such enthusiasm, and such love for us--now I want you to excel also in this gracious ministry of giving. {8} I am not saying you must do it, even though the other churches are eager to do it. This is one way to prove your love is real or sincere. True love is demonstrated through action, not just words. Saving faith is demonstrated through action not just words. James 2:26 NIV As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. Faith and love must both be backed up by action and deeds. The church of Thyatira lacked the deeds that back up faith and love, as follows:

Rev. 2:20 NKJV Rebuke (Shortfall): "Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow NIV=tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. This is very similar to the sin of Balaam (Pergamos). Some scholars assume that Jezebel was the wife of the pastor of Thyatira at the time of John’s writing. This is not verified in history. In any case, Jesus sees Jezebel as a false prophetess seducing His servants to commit spiritual adultery with false gods. {21} "And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. In the Thyatiran environment the spirit of Jezebel advocated full participation in the trade guild festivals that included eating meat sacrificed to false gods and practicing unbridled immorality. Her teaching was probably along this line: "Since an idol has no real existence (see 1 Corinthians 8:4), it's okay for you as a Christian to play along with the simple requirements of the trade guild by participating in a common meal devoted to idols. That way you can keep your job and support your family. Those guild activities shouldn't interfere with how you live your Christian life. They are a separate issue from your Christian behavior." But, their participation in these pagan festivals sent a message that following after the devices of false gods is not immoral or wrong. After all, many paths lead to God!

Rev. 22:22 NKJV Exhortation (Warning): "Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit spiritual adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. The same Greek word for tribulation thlipsis is used in Mat 24:21 NKJV "For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. Type III Christians who refuse to repent of their deeds will be thrown into the Great Tribulation. True faith and love is backed up by deeds. Rom 14:23 NKJV “…for whatever is not from faith is sin.”  Whatever we do must be backed up by faith, otherwise it is sin. 

Rev. 2:23 NKJV "I will kill her children Jezebel’s children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works. The spirit of Jezebel is described in 1 Kings 16:30  Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of the LORD than any of those before him.  {31} He not only considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but he also married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and worship him.  Jezebel promoted introduced the worship of Baal to Israel and King Ahab. Jezebel’s father, Ethbaal, was a priest to Astarte, also known as the Caananite god Asherah. Jezebel routinely ate with prophets of Baal and Asherah at her table: 1 Kings 18:19  Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table." Holman Bible Dictionary describes Baal and Asherah as follows: “Baal was both the sun-god and storm-god. He was worshiped as sun-god when the people wished to express thanks and gratitude for light and warmth and fertility. Worship of Baal as storm-god took place to appease the destructive nature of Baal, demonstrated by drought and storms that devastated the vegetation of the worshipers. The efforts to appease Baal whenever adverse conditions prevailed culminated in the sacrifice of human beings, usually the firstborn of the one offering the sacrifice. [Interesting in light of the comment Jesus made in Rev. 2:23 “I will strike her children dead”]. The victims were burnt alive, a practice in the Old Testament termed "to pass through the fire" (2 Kings 16:3; 21:6). Asherah: According to ancient mythology, Asherah, the mother goddess, was the wife of El and mother of seventy gods, of whom Baal was the most famous. Asherah was the “fertility goddess” of the Phoenicians [Jezebel’s country] and Canaanites. The essence of the Baal and Asherah worship involves fertility and worship of the sex goddess [also known as Aphrodite (Greek), Venus (Roman), Isis (Egypt), etc.].” 

Worship and trust in Baal and Asherah is forbidden by God. It is spiritual adultery and is immoral! There is only one God. God does not tolerate the teaching of many gods. This is exactly what Jezebel taught. She did not tolerate Elijah because he claimed that Yahweh is the only one true God. She wanted Elijah dead because he did not tolerate Jezebel’s gods. What is the connection to Thyatira and the church today? Today, toleration of false gods within the church is politically correct. For example, Dave Hunt writes in his book A Woman Rides the Beast, “At the start of his first U.S. tour, the Dalai Lama, who claims to be god and the fourteenth reincarnation of the original Dalai Lama, was feted at New York’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral at what Time magazine called “an extraordinary interreligious festival” hosted by Cardinal Cooke. Declaring that “all the world’s major religions are basically the same,” the Dalai Lama was given a standing ovation by the overflow crowd. Cardinal Cooke called it ‘one of the dramatic movements of the Spirit in our time.’” Can you imagine Elijah welcoming a Baal prophet into a synagogue to share his views that Baal, Asherah, and Yahweh are “basically the same.” It would never happen! (Read 1 Kings 18:19-39) Why? Elijah would never welcome the spirit of Jezebel into a body of believers to tell them that all religions (gods) are “basically the same.” Jesus said in John 14:6 NKJV "…I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” Buddha is not one of the ways to the Father!

Rev. 2:24 NKJV Exhortation (Warning) continued: "Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. {25} "But hold fast what you have till I come. Not all in Thyatira are lost to Hell. This is because Type I and II Christians in Thyatira do not hold to the teaching of Jezebel. 

Rev. 2:26a NKJV Promise to Overcomer:  "And he who overcomes…, With this church comes a switch in the order of the promise and the closure.  Instead of the promise coming last, the promise comes before the closure, possibly alluding to an “end-times” application to the historic-prophetic view. {26b} and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations; {27} 'He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter's vessels'; as I also have received from My Father; The Bible teaches that Christians will be co-heirs with Jesus Romans 8:17 NIV Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. Jesus taught that Christians will be put in charge of cities during His reign, as follows: Luke 19:11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. This is a teaching about the coming Kingdom of God on earth: {12} He said: "A man of noble birth symbolic of Jesus went to a distant country symbolic of heaven to have himself appointed king and then to return. {13} So he called ten of his servants symbolic of believers and gave them ten minas. 'Put this money to work,' he said, 'until I come back.' {14} "But his subjects national Israel hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, 'We don't want this man Jesus to be our king.' {15} "He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants believers to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. {16} "The first one came and said, 'Sir, your mina has earned ten more.'  {17} "'Well done, my good servant!' his master replied. 'Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.'  Christians will have authority to rule with Christ by taking administrative charge of cities throughout His kingdom.  

Rev. 2:28 NKJV "…and I will give him the morning star. It states in Rev. 22:16 NIV  "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star."
Rev. 2:29 NKJV Invitation / Closure: "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." Does closure at this point suggest the majority of this church enters the Tribulation?
